COMPILED LAWS OF THE CITY AND BOROUGH OF JUNEAU, ALASKA
49.70.950 Habitat.

(a) Habitats in the coastal area which are subject to the Alaska Coastal Management
Program include:

(1) Offshore areas;

(2) Estuaries;

(3) Wetlands and tideflats;

(4) Rocky islands and seacliffs;

(5) Barrier islands and lagoons;

(6) Exposed high energy coasts;

(7) Rivers, streams, and lakes; and

(8) Important upland habitat.
(b) The habitats contained in subsection (a) of this section shall be managed so as to
maintain or enhance the biological, physical and chemical characteristics of the habitat

which contribute to its capacity to support living resources.

(c) In addition to the standard contained in subsection (b) of this section, the following
standards shall apply to the management of the following habitats:

(1) Offshore areas shall be managed as a fisheries conservation zone so as to maintain
or enhance the state's sport, commercial, and subsistence fishery;

(2) Estuaries shall be managed so as to ensure adequate waterflow, natural circulation
patterns, nutrients, and oxygen levels, and to avoid the discharge of silt, toxic wastes
and the destruction of productive habitat;

(3) Wetlands and tideflats shall be managed so as to ensure adequate waterflow,
nutrients, and oxygen levels, to avoid the adverse effects on natural drainage patterns,
the destruction of important habitat, and the discharge of toxic substances;

(4) Rocky islands and seacliffs shall be managed so as to avoid the harassment of
wildlife, the destruction of important habitat, and the introduction of competing or
destructive species and predators;



(5) Barrier islands and lagoons shall be managed so as to maintain adequate flows of
sediments, detritus, and water, avoid the alteration or redirection of wave energy
which would lead to the filling in of lagoons or the erosion of barrier islands, and
discourage activities which would decrease the use of barrier islands by coastal
species, including polar bears and nesting birds;

(6) High-energy coasts shall be managed so as to ensure the adequate mix and
transport of sediments and nutrients and avoid redirection of transport process and
wave energy; and

(7) Rivers, streams and lakes shall be managed so as to protect natural vegetation,
water quality, important fish or wildlife habitat and natural waterflow.

(d) Uses and activities in the coastal area which will not conform to the standards
contained in subsections (b) and (c) of this section may be allowed if the following
standards are met:

(1) There is a significant public need for the proposed use or activity;

(2) There is no feasible and prudent alternative to meet the public need for the
proposed use or activity which would conform to the standards contained in
subsections (b) and (c) of this section; and

(3) All feasible and prudent steps to maximize conformance with the standards
contained in subsections (b) and (c) of this section will be taken.

(e) Each development which adjoins a river or stream which has been degraded by
previous human activity shall, as part of its development plan, include provisions for
rehabilitation of the stream or river, and shall be approved by the state department of fish
and game. Such provisions shall be limited to removal of debris, removal of abandoned
machinery and vehicles, grading and stabilization of banks and related clean up activities,
and shall include preservation or restoration of riparian vegetation. Restoration shall not
be required beyond that needed to return the area to natural appearance and function;
provided, the following are exceptions to this policy:

(1) Construction of one single-family or duplex dwelling on a lot of record;

(2) Construction of single-family or duplex dwellings on lots created by subdivisions
of four or fewer lots.

(f) All structures and foundations located adjacent to streams or lakes listed in Table VI-2
of Appendix C of the Juneau Coastal Management Plan, shall have a 50-feet setback
from each side of the stream or lake measured from the ordinary high water mark, where
feasible and prudent; provided, docks, bridges, culverts and public structures whose
purpose is access to or across the stream or lake are not subject to this policy, and
provided further, uses which must be in or adjacent to the stream or lake in order to



function, such as mining activities, fish culturing, water supply intakes and similar uses,
are exempt from the setback requirement. The setback shall be vegetated or revegetated,
where feasible and prudent, and such vegetation or revegetation shall be kept or arranged
to maximize shade on the stream.

(g) Where feasible and prudent, watershed areas which contribute to existing drinking
water supplies, as defined by the state department of environmental conservation, shall be
protected by buffer strips at least 50 feet in width along each side of streams, the edges of
wetlands, and lakes. Measures shall be taken to prevent erosion. The side or edge of the
water body shall be the ordinary high water mark. The buffer shall be vegetated or
revegetated.

(h) Development in buffer areas prescribed in subsections (f) and (g) of this section shall

incorporate measures to prevent erosion and subsequent increases in turbidity and
sediment within the waterway and adjacent wetlands within the buffer.
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